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Nathaniel Alexander was born in North Carolina. 
On his return to his native State, he studied medicine, 
but the war coming on, he relinquished his studies and 
entered the army. At the close of the war he returned 
to his profession. In 1805 he represented the State in 
the United States House of Representatives; and in 
1806 was elected Governor of North Carolina. In all 
his public stations he discharged his duty with ability 
and firmness. He died March 8, 1808. 

William Richardson Davie came from England 
when quite young. He joined the American Army while 
a student in college, but returned and graduated with 
his class. On rejoining the army, he became an officer 
in Pulaski's Legion of Cavalry, where, by his talents and 
zeal, he soon rose to the rank of Colonel. At the battle 
of Stono he was severely wounded. After the defeat of 
General Gates, he asked the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina to raise a troop of cavalry, but they professing them- 
selves to be too poor, he, with a patriotism worthy of 
lasting record, disposed of every cent, of an estate be- 
queathed to him by an uncle, and equipped the troop 
with the proceeds. Taking command of the regiment, 
he was in all the battles that followed in the Southern 
campaign. He stood high in the esteem of General 
Greene, who appointed him a Commissary General. 

After the war General Davie devoted himself to the 
practice of the law ; and if his career in arms had been 
brilliant, his success at the Bar more than eclipsed his 
military fame. He was a member of the Convention 
that framed the Constitution of the United States, 
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though his absence prevented his name being affixed to 
it. In 1 79 1 he was a member of the Legislature of North 
Carolina. In 1799 he was elected Governor of North 
Carolina, but was soon after appointed Envoy to France 
with Ellsworth and Murray. His efforts in the Legisla- 
ture in behalf of education deserve to be preserved. " I 
was present/' says Judge Murphy, " in the House of 
Commons when Davie addressed that body, asking for 
a loan of money to erect the buildings of the University 
of North Carolina; and although more than thirty years 
have elapsed, I have the most vivid recollection of the 
greatness of his manner and the power of his eloquence 
upon that occasion. His eloquence was irresistible." 

In 1798 he was appointed Brigadier- General in the 
North Carolina Militia, and prepared a System of Cav- 
alry Tactics, which was printed by order of the State. 
The University of North Carolina conferred upon him 
the degree of Doctor of Laws in 181 1. General Davie 
died in South Carolina, November 8, 1820. 

Jonathan Dayton was a son of General Elias Day- 
ton, of New Jersey. In 1778 he entered the American 
Army as Paymaster; in 1779 accompanied General Sul- 
livan on his Western Expedition, and in 1780 was a Cap- 
tain in his father' s regiment. After the Peace, he was 
chosen to the Legislature of New Jersey, of which he 
was Speaker in 1790. He represented his native State 
in the Convention, 1787, for the formation of the Federal 
Constitution, and in-. 179 1 was elected to Congress. Thrice 
he was re-elected, serving four terms in the House, of 
which he was Speaker from 1795 to 1799. ^ n I 799 ne 
was chosen Senator of the United States, and served 
until 1805. He was appointed by President Adams a 
Brigadier - General, with the privilege of retaining his 
seat in the Senate. 

General Dayton became largely interested with Symmes 
and others in the purchase and settlement of Western 
military lands, the town of Dayton, in Ohio, being named 
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